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 September 2025 

O.C.N.V.A. Executive July 2025- June 2026 
 

    President…………….. Bryan Bucholtz 
    Past President…………  Karen Sutherland 
    1st Vice President…….  Dennis Beattie 

   2nd Vice President…… Jeremy Jackson 
   Treasurer…………… Lyle Ball 
   House……………… Peter Keith 
   Entertainment………… George Spilak 
   Membership……………  Dick Henshall 
   Publicity…………… Sandra Lightbody 
   Grounds………………. Gerrie & Bill Arthurs 
   Sports………………..      Ed Cowie 
    Secretary…………… Marilyn McNeil  
   Master at Arms……… Terry Cunningham 
   Directors……………… Bob Roloson 
      Brenda Wison 
      Rick D’Entremont 
   RCNA Director……….   Fred Newton 

 
  Oxford County Naval Veterans Association 

(Woodstock Navy Club) 
 

959 James Street, P.O. Box 20001,  
Woodstock, Ontario Canada N4S 8X8 

Phone: 519-537-8991 
 Email: office@ocnva.ca 
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  President     president@ocnva.ca  

 I hope everyone had a great summer!  
Thanks to all the summer volunteers who helped keep the club  
busy during the slower summer months with tournaments,  
entertainment, and meals. Job well done! Thanks to the members  
and guests who came out to support and enjoyed themselves. 
 
The back area looks great, featuring a new patio with a guardrail and a smoking platform 

located around the side of the building. NO smoking on the patio, please use the designated 

space for smoking, and put your cigarette butts in the provided container. 

 
Both the Treasurer and Grounds Chairperson are in their last year on the executive and would 
like to see someone step up for their positions. Take this year and learn about the duties and 
specifics of each position. If you are interested, please talk to Lyle Ball, Gerrie & Bill Arthurs, 
or one of the Directors. It’s a great club to be part of and a good group of volunteers on the 

executive. 
 
 Our next General meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 25 th , with a steak dinner 
before. Our next daytime General meeting is Sunday, October 26 with a brunch before. Watch 
for notices for both meetings and meals. 
 
Leagues are starting in September and October. Posters and sign-up sheets are in the gangway. 
Reminder, leagues are for members only, and please, if you sign up for a league or tournament, 
show up! Good luck to all participants and have a great year! 
 
The annual RCNA Sports Day is being held at the Kitchener Navy Club on Saturday, 
September 20. Good luck to all our members who are participating.  
Let's bring home “the Cock of the Walk” this year. 
Bryan Bucholtz 

 

 Past President        

I hope you had a good summer!  
On Thursday, August 14th I was given the opportunity to represent the Navy 

Club at a City Council meeting to report what has happened with our pond and to ask them to 
do the right thing and fix it.  Council approved a motion to have a proposal prepared and 

submitted to council by the September meeting, so it to be reviewed by council to approve a 

solution and the budget for it. We asked the City to work us, to include us in finding a 

solution.  We have members with extensive knowledge about the pond, and the city needs to 

recognize working together is the best path forward.   
Updates will be provided in future reports and at our next general meeting.  

Karen Sutherland 

 
 

You can view the City Council meeting  
“City of Woodstock Council Meeting August 14 2025” 

mailto:president@ocnva.ca
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           This meeting is dedicated to ……………… 
 

HMCS OTTER 
 
 
 
 
 

March 26, 1941 
HMCS Otter was destroyed by an accidental explosion and fire off Halifax.  The crew 

of the steel-hulled, but wooden superstructure, vessel recognized that the fire was too 

much, and the captain ordered them to abandon ship.  
 

loss of 2 officers and 17 men. 
 

We must never forget their sacrifice 
 

The History of the OTTER 
On 26 March 1941, she was destroyed by an accidental explosion and fire, near 

Sambro Island just off Halifax. Two Officers and 17 men were lost. 
On the morning of 26 March 1941, as the OTTER sailed only 24 nautical miles from 

Halifax, an explosion and a fire ripped through the vessel. Soon the crew of the steel-

hulled, but wooden superstructure, vessel recognized that the fire was too much, and 

the captain ordered them to abandon ship. The crew barely fit into the two lifeboats 

and one Carley float. Rescue was close at hand, as a Polish freighter and a Royal Navy 

submarine were nearby. However, due to the extremely heavy seas, rescue proved to 

be very difficult. In fact, one of the lifeboats was flipped by an unusually large wave 

when a Polish freighter came alongside. The already waterlogged sailors were flung 

into the icy water, and some were never seen again. Once they were rescued, some 

were in such bad shape they never even survived the trip into Halifax, despite the 

efforts of the Polish merchantmen who took turns applying artificial respiration and 

trying to warm the men. 
A British Submarine also found the Carley float with 15 men on it. However, by the 

time they rescued the men only four were still alive. 
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   2nd Vice  Jeremy Jackson 
 

 

Football Season - Thursday Nights 
 

Starting Thursday, Sept 11th 
Food served  6 pm – 8 pm 

Game at 8:20 pm 
   

 September 11th - Wings or BLT & fries  
 September 18th - Wings or Loaded Nachos 
 September 25th - Wings or Whistle Dog and fries 

 

 
 

Friday Lunch & Dinner 

Starting Friday, September 19th    
Friday Lunch  12 noon  $15.00 

 
Friday Night Dinners  5-7 pm $15.00 

 
 September 19th - Wings or Philly cheesesteak with fries 
 September 26th – Chicken parmesan with noodles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday Lunches  

The Club needs volunteers to prepare Saturday lunches! 
Sign-up sheet in the gangway 

Check Facebook, website (www.ocnva.ca) or the gangway for what’s 
cooking 

http://www.ocnva.ca/
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Friday Lunches 

12noon  $15.00 
Friday, Sept 19th  – Friday, May 8th  

 

 September 19  Roast Beef    
 September 26  Chicken Schnitzel   
 October 3  Ham & Scalloped Potatoes  
 October 10   Krispy Chicken   
 October 17  Turkey & Stuffing   
 October 24  Roast Beef    
 October 31  Pork Schnitzel    
 November 7  Krispy Chicken   
 November 14  Lasagna with Caesar salad  
 November 21  Ham & Scalloped Potatoes  
 November 28  Pork Chops    
 December 5   Roasted Chicken Breast with side 
 December 12  Pork Schnitzel    
 December 19  Roast Turkey and Stuffing  
 December 26  NO Lunch    
 January  2  NO Lunch    
 January 9  Ham & Scalloped Potatoes  
 January 16  Lasagna    
 January 23  Roast Beef    
 January 30  Pork Schnitzel    
 February 6  Krispy Chicken   
 February 13  Roast Beef    
 February 20  Lasagna    
 February 27  Pork Chops    
 March 6  Chicken Schnitzel    
 March 13  Irish Beef Stew     
 March 20  Ham And Scalloped Potatoes   
 March 27  Krispy Chicken    
 April 3   Good Friday Closed   
 April 10  Pork Schnitzel     
 April 17  Roast Turkey and Stuffing  
 April 24  Roast Beef   
 May 1   Lasagna    
 May 8   Ham & Scalloped Potatoes  
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All Lunches are subject to change or cancellation! Check the Gangway for notices 
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Meeting Dates 

 

Executive Meeting 

Sunday, September 21, 2025 
10 am 

 

General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 24th 
8 pm  

Steak Dinner $22.00 
Served between 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

General Meeting Steak Dinner Pre-Buy Dinner Ticket 
 

Steak Dinner tickets can be purchased 
BEFORE General Meeting Night. 
Starting the Monday of the week 

before the meeting, tickets will go on 
sale for the steak dinner.  

 
Guests are permitted to the steak 

dinner, but only members can attend 
the meetings.  

 
 

Sunday, October 26, 2025 
Breakfast and Daytime General Meeting 

Watch for details 
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Membership membership@ocnva.ca  
 

Welcome back to all our members and I hope that everyone 

had a safe and enjoyable summer. I am looking forward to 

working with the new Executive as Membership Chair for 

another year. 
Although we do not host the General Meetings for the two 

months in the summer, the Executive continues to meet and 

as part of their duties, review and approve new applications 

for club membership.  For the June and July meetings, we 

approved the 10 applications for each month, and I am pleased to report that all of 

those applicants have now paid their membership dues and come on board for the 

remainder of the 2025 year. This has increased our total membership considerably and 

we are now very close to our maximum number of members. The membership sign in 

book is in good shape for this time of the year and over 60 % of the members have 

already attended a General Meeting and have signed in the book. 
Being so close to our membership cap means that I will now effectively freeze the 

waiting list until the end of January 2026. At that time I will know how many 

members have renewed their membership for 2026 and how many new members I can 

bring on board in February. In the interim, I will be contacting members that are 

residents in Oxford County and have not yet attended a General Meeting to determine 

if they still wish to be members. 
Although the waiting list is temporarily frozen, all membership applications are 

maintained on a master list, tracked by membership category and date applied. The list 

is currently at 50 outstanding applications and I hope to be able to clear some names 

off the list in February 2026. 
I look forward to seeing all the members in the club and for any membership 

questions, I can be contacted by email at membership@ocnva.ca and I will respond as 

soon as I can. 
 
Dick Henshall 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:membership@ocnva.ca
mailto:membership@ocnva.ca
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.   Treasurer    
 

The financial statements will be posted in the gangway for any 
member to have a look at them.  
This past summer has been a very busy one at the Navy Club. 
New decks were constructed, a new front entrance was installed 
and the pantry area near the galley was given a much-needed 
face lift, new flooring installed, shelves were reorganized and the 
overall area cleaned up. Thank you to ALL the volunteers that made 
these various projects successful and made our Club look even better than it already is. Next on 
the list of projects is the new curb at the front dais where the monument and flagpole are 
located.      
As the summer months are slowly coming to an end and the fall months are upon us, it's time 
for us to begin thinking about things ramping up at the Navy Club. The various leagues and 
activities will be starting up again. Be sure to sign up, get involved and support the Club. Your 
support is what enables the Club to do the various upgrades and expenditures required.   
I also want to thank Karen Sutherland for the excellent job she did presenting our low-water 
level pond situation to City Council at the Council meeting on Thursday, August 14th. Karen 
made a very good power point presentation to all present and in the end, it forced Council to do 
something about our pond now, not sometime next year. Thanks again Karen.    
With this being my final year as the position of Treasurer, it's imperative that we find someone 
to step up and into this position for the next year. Feel free to reach out to me or anyone on the 
Executive.  
Wishing everyone a safe and Happy Labour Day weekend and Happy Grandparents Day on 
September 7th to all the grandparents in the Club.  

 
Lyle Ball 
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Entertainment       George Spilak   

 
Friday, September 5 Cobby’s Kitchen Party 
Live Entertainment 7-10pm 
 
Friday, September 19 Vooodooo Kingz 
Live Entertainment 7-10pm 
  
Friday, September 26  The Piano Man  
Live Entertainment 7-10pm 
 
 
 
 

Sport’s    Ed Cowie 

 
Mixed Dart League 

Leagues are for members only 
Sign-up sheets are posted in the Gangway. 

 
Start date Wednesday, Sept 10     

   7 – 9 pm     
   Cost $2.00 a week 

No darts on Wednesday, General Meeting nights 
 
 
 

SIGN UP EARLY!! 
Throughout the year, sign-up sheets are posted in the gangway 

for various events and tournaments…. 
Events may be canceled weeks before the event if not 

enough names are on the sign-up sheets. Avoid disappointment and cancellations by 

signing up early!!!!! 
The club is only as strong as its membership……. 

 

 
 
 

If you sign up…..please show up! 
 

mailto:entertainment@ocnva.ca


17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

Publicity  publicity@ocnva.ca 
 

To ensure you receive our emails. 
Please make sure Publicity is in your contacts! 

publicity@ocnva.ca 
 

Did you miss getting a paper copy of the  
Port and Starboard? 

A minimal number of printed copies are available monthly. 
 If you missed getting a copy? 

Go to our web page at www.ocnva.ca. 

to view a digital copy OR get it emailed to you.  
 

“What if today, we were just grateful for everything? ” 
    Charlie Brown 

Sandra Lightbody 
 
 

                 Grounds 
 
Welcome to the new executive and we hope everyone had 
a great summer; Fall is just around the corner.  
Everything is under control with the yard work, all looks 
good. Help keep the Navy club grounds clean, no littering, 
put your cigarette butts in the containers provided and if 
you see garbage, please pick it up and dispose of it. 
The new patio looks great; help keep it that way by smoking on the smoking deck. provided.  
 

Gerrie & Bill Arthurs 
 

Secretary          Marilyn McNeil 

 
 

 
NO SMOKING OUT FRONT BY THE ENTRANCE  

DOORS OR ON THE PATIO. 
 

Please smoke in the designated area at the side of the building. and 
NOT out by the front doors or on the PATIO 

As a member, you can politely ask the smoker to move to the 
designated areas or take it to the bartender to deal with. 

No smoking on the new patio!!! 
Make sure your guests know our Procedures 

Wheel chairs are permitted to smoke at the end of the patio – safety reasons. 
 
 

mailto:publicity@ocnva.ca
mailto:publicity@ocnva.ca
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1st Vice 
Keep the Club Informed 

When you know of a Veteran, Club member, or immediate 
family of a club member who has “Crossed the Bar” or is in 
the hospital, please let us know by contacting the Club’s office 
at 519-537-8991. office@ocnva.ca  
 

Dennis Beattie 
 

CROST THE BAR 
Sympathy donations have been made in the name of the following: 
 
Members 

July 25, 2025  Chris Bugbee  OCNVA Member 
August 2, 2025  Betty Wright  OCNVA Member 
 
Non Members 
June 11, 2025  Jill Clowes  Wife of  David Clowes 
June 20, 2025  Susanne Skinner  Sister of Jennifer Cork 
June 26,2025  Alma Henriette  Mother of Clark Finucan 
June 28, 2025  Wayne Harris  Father of Cheryl Kornaker 
July 3, 2025  Marjorie Elliott  Mother of Dan Elliott 

 

Crossing the Bar 
Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out to sea, 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep, turns again home. 
Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; 
For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place, 

 the flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face, when I have crossed the bar. 

 
 

 

RCNA Director  
Hope everyone got through the hot summer without any ill 
effects. Looking forward to getting back to business as usual at 
the Club.  

Fred Newton 
 
 
 

mailto:office@ocnva.ca
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Directors  
 

On behalf of myself Rick Dentremont, Bob Roloson and Brenda Wilson, we would like to 

welcome our new executive members and looking forward to working again with last years 
Executive members. 
A special thanks to our Past President Karen Sutherland for her great leadership the past few 

years, we are glad she is still on the executive as we can continue to use her expertise. 
The resource committee is an extension of the executive with only a few executive members to 
handle complaints and recommend  discipline for members out of order. 
Our members are very respectful to our by-laws and only a few disciplinary letters had been 

issued last year. Not bad for 900 +members and hoping for no letters this year…… but if 

someone is acting up, there are complaint forms behind bar and resource committee will review 
and proceed according to complaint. 
We have had a great term with our building projects this year on our building, but we still need 

to work on our pond issue trusting our new President will keep on it. 
Thank You 
Don’t drink and Drive. 
 

Bob Roloson     Brenda Wilson Rick D’Entremont 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Master at Arms   Terry Cunningham 

 

 

Events – Table Reservations 
Most ticketed events from the Sports Committee, Colour Party, or special events from 

Entertainment require you sign the sheet for a table reservation. Make 

sure you sign your table up after you purchase your ticket!  
Avoid the disappointment of not having a table reserved for you and your 
group on the night of the event! 
The committee will assign the location of table seating. Sign-up sheets 

are posted in the gangway….Sign up when you purchase your tickets!!!  
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O.C.N.V.A. Sports Committee 

Hoping everyone had a fun-filled summer with lots of time with family and friends. 
 

The Sports Committee’s upcoming events include the Oktoberfest 

Dinner on Saturday, October 4. Tickets are $25.00 per person and 

will be sold at the bar starting Labour Day weekend. A great meal 

of Pork Schnitzel, Breaded City Chicken, Sausage & Sauerkraut, 

mashed potato & gravy,a bun, and is served at 5:30 pm. The music 

of Eric Hatzenbuhler band will be playing from 8-11 pm, and all 

members are welcome to come out and enjoy the music. 
 
The Sports Committee has planned a Hamilton Tiger-Cats bus 

trip on Saturday, October 11, 2025. Tickets were available for 

purchase on Saturday, August 23, and on Saturday, August 30, 

with any remaining tickets (if there are any) will be put on the 

bar for sale. 
$100.00 a ticket and the ticket includes a coach bus, ticket to 

the game, and tailgate food (sausage and hamburgers). 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable Labour Day weekend. 
Rob Osmond 
 

Sports Committee 
 
 Executive Chairman – Terry Roloson  
Secretary – Rob Osmond  
Treasurer – Jeff Bloxidge  
Sports – Laurie Fraser  
Membership – George Spilak  
 

Sports Committee Members  
Bob Baird   Jeff Bloxidge   Steve Brown  
Bryan Bucholtz   Harold Craib   Jamie Dixon   
Mark (aka Stan) English  Laurie Fraser   Sean Jackson   
Jim Keith   Tyler Rivers   Paul Robinson    
Terry Roloson   Rob Osmond   Pat Smith   
George Spilak   Troy Toth   Jim Walker   
 Tim Wettlaufer  Chris Whetstone  

 
 
 
 

 
Leaves are Falling Autumn is Calling 
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Colour Party 
 

The summer is coming to an end and it sure was a good one.  Hope everyone had a 

good one.   
Thanks to all the volunteers for the work that they put into the new patio and deck at 

the club, it looks awesome. 
We are excited to let everyone know that there will be 4 Saturday dates for horse races 

this fall ……… 
September 27, October 4, October 25, November 1 
Hope to see you there 
.   
We  will be marching for “The Battle Of Britain” in Ingersoll on Sunday September 

21st.  It will be held at the Ingersoll Rural Cemetery and all are welcome. 
We are looking forward to the fall events as they come up. 
 
Mary Couch, Bob Brown 
 

President:   Dick Henshall 
Treasurer:  Nancy Wright 

Colour Commander:  Aaron Worthington 
Assistant Colour Commander:  Kevin Lockhart 

Secretary (Publicity):  Mary Couch 
Kit and Stores:  Mary Lou Fruin 

Communications :  Jason Beitema 
Special Events:  Bob Brown 

Members: Jason Mayberry, Cheryl-Anne Haber 
 

The Colour Party is always looking for 
new members, if interested in joining please talk to one of the Colour Party 

Members. 
 

 
 



24 
 

 



25 
 

ail addresses 



26 
 

 

 
 President    president@ocnva.ca 
  -Any issues or inquiries about the club. 
 Secretary                 secretary@ocnva.ca 
  -correspondence 
 Publicity   publicity@ocnva.ca  
  -publicity, email addresses 
 Entertainment    entertainment@ocnva.ca  
                     - -entertainment bookings and correspondence           
 Membership   membership@ocnva.ca 
  -Membership-related issues 
 House    house@ocnva.ca 
 
 Treasurer   treasurer@ocnva.ca  
 

 
 
 

To the memory of those stout hearts, our shipmates and  
messmates who have not returned and will not be returning  

from the dark waters.  
Somewhere in those unlit depths today they lie, 

 a torn steel hull their sepulcher, am ocean floor their abbey. 
One remembers them not alone for the gallantry  

of their sacrifice, but too because somehow  
one’s own life seems the richer for  

having known their friendship. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:president@ocnva.ca
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